
HOW TO USE SOUND 
ON/VISION OFF SHORT FILMS 

IN ESL CLASSROOMS



Multiple Intelligence



Multiple Intelligence

 Multiple intelligence 
refers to a theory 
describing the different 
ways students learn and 
acquire information.





Importance of Visuals and Sounds 



Importance of Visuals and Sounds

 Most learners tend to fall 
into the visual and 
auditory learning styles.

 Visual and auditory 
materials make lessons 
more effective.



Why should we use audio visual materials?

 Technology makes 
teaching and learning 
more interesting for 
students as well as for 
teachers.

 Audio Visual Materials 
have a great impact on 
teaching and learning 
in education.



Why should we use audio visual materials?

 Provide teachers with the materials they need to meaningfully engage 
students in visual literacy, visual language, and visual communication. 

 They can make a real contribution to student learning.

 Audio Visual Materials (AVMs) create a better relationship between the 
students and teacher in the classroom.

 AVMs contribute to the group learning situation.

 AVMs reinforce and add effectiveness to teaching procedures

 AVMs supply a concrete basis for conceptual thinking.



Sound on/ Vision off Technique



Sound on/Vision off Technique

 This is an activity that 
helps to improve 
creative and conceptual 
thinking.

 Students can use their 
imagination effectively.

 It can be easily adapted 
to the different age 
groups and levels.



How to use it?



Steps

 A short film is played for the students, but they 
can’t see the scene, they can only hear it.

 Students guess what happens in the scene before 
they get to view it to check their deductions.

 Finally, they watch the movie and compare it with 
what they heard.



STEP 1

 Set questions.



Set these questions before listening.

 How many people are there in the scene?

 What sounds can you hear?

 Where is the scene set?

 How do you feel?



STEP 2 

 Play the sound, but do not let students see the video.

 Use an interactive platform such as Mentimeter or 
Kahoot to get students to answer your questions and 
display them on your screen. 

 Go through the questions with the class and get as 
many different ideas from them as possible. Write 
the students’ ideas on the board. Don’t give the 
students the answers to the question yet.



STEP 2 

 If you would like your students to practise the 
language of deduction, then encourage them to give 
feedback when answering the questions such as ‘It 
must be set in a bathroom because I heard the sound 
of water splashing’ or, ‘There can’t be more than one 
person in the scene because you only hear one man 
laughing’.



How do you feel?
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Step 3 - Screenwriter Role Play

 Tell students that all films have a beginning (set-up), middle 
(event or complication) and an end (resolution). 

 Ask students what they think happened in the beginning, middle 
and end of the short film. 

 Tell students, that they are screenwriters for this short film and 
get them to work in pairs to make the storyboard or write the 
screenplay of the film.

 Encourage students to use the present tense for describing the 
scene e.g. ‘The scene fades in. A man stands in front of a mirror’.

 Alternatively, you can ask students to discuss this in pairs 
without writing



STEP 4

 Play the movie.



Discuss with the class

 Ask students what they think.
 Ask students if the scene they 

imagined was the same or 
different to what they had 
thought. 

 You may ask your students to 
make comparisons e.g. ‘In my 
screenplay there was one man 
whereas in the film there were 
two’ or ‘The film is funnier 
than my screenplay’.



Young learners and the method

 Attractive for young 
learners.

 Arouses curiosity.

 Improves their 
imagination.



Benefits

 Effective for improving 
writing and speaking 
skills.

 Students can be more 
creative and free.

 You can find short films 
on youtube that are 
suitable for young 
students, teenagers and 
adult learners.



Lesson for Adults

Variations



Questions for step 1

 What kind of film is it? Is it live action or animation? What genre is it?

 What is the mood of the film? How does it make you feel?

 Who do you imagine the main character to be? And what other kinds of 
characters come into the story?

 Where do you think the story takes place?

 What sorts of things happen in the story? Are there moments of 
tension, humour, relief, excitement, sadness?

 When do these things occur in the story?

 Does it have a happy ending?



Play the video





Questions for step 2

 Describe the sounds that you hear.

 What is the effect on you?





Benefits of this method 

 Easy to apply.

 It's flexible to change or 
adapt to any age group or 
any skill activity.

 Improves creative thinking 
and imagination.

 Attractive and effective for 
students.

 It provides both teacher-
student and student-
student interaction.



How would you apply this technique in 
your class?


