
CLIL Teacher Training Workshop

AISR



1. What does the acronym CLIL stand 
for?



2. What are the first 5 words you think 
of relating to CLIL?
Create wordweb (mentimeter)



2. Which sentence best describes CLIL?

(a) The subject determines the language needed to learn. 

(b) Language is the most important part and the subject fits 
around it.

(c) Language and subject objectives are equally important.



3. In CLIL, the focus is on:

(a) Accuracy?
(b) Fluency?



How do you define CLIL? 
How will it be used in your setting?



CLIL: A Definition

‘CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or part of subjects
are taught through a foreign language with dual-focused
aims, namely the learning of content and the simultaneous
learning of a foreign language’. (Marsh 2002)

‘There is no single best approach to the complex process of
integrating language and content instruction, and variations
along a continuum of emphasis on language or content
depend on the learners’ variable needs and strengths’.
(Harper, Cook et al. 2010)

‘For a pedagogical approach to be meaningful, it must be
related to the context in which it is enacted’. Coyle 2018)

Planning 

Learners 

Context 



What are the principles of CLIL? 
• Professor Do Coyle - What are the principles of CLIL? – YouTube

• Think, pair in breakout rooms to discuss answers & share as a group 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fS7VfRLOgnI


Cognitive 
demand 
increases

-
Learners need 
more thinking 

time



Considering the Learner’s Task: 
Language Acquisition Theories
Krashen (1985) Input Hypothesis & Comprehensible Input 

• Provide a meaningful CONTEXT for language learning 

• Provide meaningful COMMUNICATIVE ACTIVITIES

• Lesson content should be pitched at a HIGHER LEVEL than the 
learner’s current level (i+1). 



Considering the Learner’s Task: 
Language Acquisition Theories
2. Vygotsky (1978):
Sociocultural theory of 
development & ZPD model
- Emphasises the need for 

social interactions with  
more experienced others. 

- High quality and quantity 
of language to acquire 
more complex structures. 

Maximised 
learning 

potential –
Teacher support



Considering the Learner’s Task: 
Language Acquisition Theories
Cummins 2000:
Common Underlying 
Proficiency

• Importance of allowing 
students to use their first 
language to negotiate 
meaning and make 
connections. 



4 C’s Framework 
(Do Coyle 1999)

• Can you remember what they are from the video? 



1. Content 

‘At the heart of the learning process lies 
successful content or thematic learning and 
acquisition of knowledge, skills and 
understanding. Content is the subject or project 
theme’ 
(Coyle 1999)



2. Communication
‘Language is a tool for communication and learning’ 

• Language FOR learning
(language needed to engage in negotiation of meaning/social langauge)

• Language THROUGH learning 
(language needed to summarise learning)

• Language OF learning 
• (key-terms/academic language) 

(Coyle 1999)



3. Cognition
‘For CLIL to be effective, it must challenge learners to 
think and review and engage in higher-order 
thinking skills. CLIL is about allowing individuals to 
construct their own understanding and be challenged. 

Take Bloom’s Taxonomy for a well-defined range of 
thinking skills. It serves as an excellent checklist’.

(Coyle 1999)



4. Culture

‘Studying through a foreign language is 
fundamental for fostering international 
understanding. ‘Otherness’ is a vital concept and 
holds the key for discovering self.’ 
(Coyle 1999)



What have we learned so far? 



Conclusion
Key takeaways:

1. For CLIL to effective, we must consider the needs and strengths of our 
students and the dual-aims of language and content when planning 
lessons in our individual contexts. 

2. Bloom’s Taxonomy provides a starting point for lesson planning and 
reflection.

3. To enable our students to develop higher-order thinking skills and 
communicate effectively, we must differentiate their learning process. 
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