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Defining Assessment 

‘gathering information in order to make judgements
which provide the basis for action’ 
(Boyd et al., 2019)



Using formative assessment to focus on the 
learning process 

leads to improved student outcomes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Formative and summative are not two completely separate processes! As language teachers, we are assessing students’ language knowledge and competence all the time….



Outline
• Brief overview of ELT testing/assessment

• Challenges and strategies for online assessment

• Overview of the assessment planning process

• Practical demonstration/activities using 3 online assessment tools 

• Providing feedback

• Conclusion 



Aims:   

1. To understand the challenges and strategies for online 
assessments and their place in the instructional process 

2. To understand what needs to be considered when planning an 
assessment 

3. To be able to evaluate tools and processes for assessing 
language online



Overview of ELT 
testing/assessment

• The Common European 
Framework of Reference (CEFR) 
is an international standard for 
defining and describing language 
proficiency and is widely used 
for curriculum design and 
assessment planning, exams etc.  

• Sets of ‘can do’ descriptors 
categorised into communicative 
language competences 
(linguistic, sociolinguistic, 
pragmatic) used to define 
learning objectives/success 
criteria. 

• Most important consideration is 
the PURPOSE OF ASSESSMENT –
what are we measuring and 
why? 



Language Assessment Purpose
Assessment When? Why? What?
Placement Before starting a 

course
To place student 
in a class and 
choose materials

Sample of 
knowledge & skills

Course-related 
progress

Different stages 
throughout a 
course 

Diagnostic tool to 
measure learning 
of specific content

Syllabus-related 
areas

Practice Before taking a 
test 

Familiarisation of 
test 
structure/format

All question types 
covered in 
proficiency test 

Proficiency End of study or 
independent of a 
course

To assess final 
language ability

Overall 
communicative 
competence 
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Adapted from Cambridge Assessment Online 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q. Why am I testing? Is it to check learning at the end of a unit? (course-related progress)Is it to diagnose what learners know or don’t know?Is it to place learners into groups based on their ability?Is it to provide a certificate of proficiency? Focus will be on course-related progress assessment/proficiency assessment 



Challenges of Assessing Online

The internet 
connection is poor 
and cuts out during 
online classes and 

assessments

Students are cheating 
and getting family 

members to do the 
work for them

It’s difficult to ensure 
that assessments are 

fair and reliable  

Students don’t have 
access to devices at 

certain times

It’s very difficult to 
create a traditional 
exam environment 

online 



Strategies for Assessing Online

 Access a range of online tests and course materials from exam 
providers
 Continual assessment is a key way to gauge learners’ progress
 Very important to share assessment criteria/rubrics to encourage 

learner  autonomy
 Explain how you will provide personalised feedback
 Use criteria/rubrics for peer and self-assessment 
 Plan independent assessment tasks to do at home



Alternative 
Forms of 

Assessment

Traditional 
Assessment

Alternative 
Assessment

Written Essays Online writing 
assignments -
blogs/social media

Worksheets Google forms 

Oral presentations Video recordings & 
multimedia 

Unit tests Online quizzes

Exams E-portfolio 



Validity – Key Questions  

Who is taking the test? 

What skill/ability am I testing?

What task can I use to make the specific skill/ability VISIBLE? 

How am I going to measure it in a reliable way? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What might be appropriate for young children may not be appropriate for adult learners e.g. games vs. lecture/monologue2. Do you test their communicate ability or is it narrow – speaking ability or pronunciation 3. correct/incorrect or assessment criteria? 



Assessment Planning Process

Learning 
Objective 

Success 
Criteria 

Assessment

• Can give straightforward descriptions on a variety of 
familiar subjects within his/her field of interest.

Q. What assessment criteria could you use? 

Example 1: A formative speaking assessment for secondary level students 
(A2/B1) at the end of a unit on towns and cities 

Record and post a short talk (one minute) for your classmates on the best things 
to do in your home-town. Say what you think they should visit, and why this 
would be a good idea. 

Your classmates will comment on:
• Range of grammar and vocabulary
• Use of connectors to organise information
• Use of language to connect with the listener

As a class, we’ll also vote for the most interesting things to do in our home-town. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Learning objectives = ‘what and why’… success criteria = how to recognise success Selecting grammar to construct meaning, producing a range of vocab to talk about the subject, using connectors to highlight or organise information. A simple monologue elDoing realistic speaking tasks is possible. Students can record their video tasks and upload them to your school learning management system/email/shared noticeboard. Videoconferencing can be 



Assessing Speaking – Rating Scales  



Formative/
Summative 
Assessment Idea: 

Digital Storytelling 
Project



Example of a Digital Storytelling Project in a Language Classroom 



E-Portfolio Assessment 

• Gather written and spoken assessment evidence from an online 
classroom

• Portfolios provide a broader picture of student achievement than 
tests alone

• Formative and summative assessment – activities are formally 
marked at the end according to predetermined criteria/rubrics

• Possibilities for reflection, peer and self assessment
• A PORTFOLIO ASSESSMENT MODEL FOR ESL (ed.gov)
- Portfolios in ELT | TeachingEnglish | British Council | BBC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Portfolio assessment�If your course has a strong focus on writing, you can specify what and how many samples of different written tasks they need to include in the portfolio, e.g. a report on the company figures, a report on a specific project, a memo about some new policies, a business letter to a client, etc

https://ncela.ed.gov/files/rcd/BE019739/A_Portfolio_Assessment.pdf
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/portfolios-elt


Gamified Formative Assessment

• ‘Opportunities for pupils to express their understanding should be 
designed into any piece of teaching, for this will initiate the interaction 
whereby formative assessment aids learning’ 
(Black & William 2006) 

• Positive effect on student motivation, engagement and achievement 

• Online quizzes – Menti.com, Kahoot, Quizlet, Quizziz, Socrates… 



Online Feedback Strategies

Feedback should be actionable, frequent and rich
Encourage reflective tasks – e.g. e-portfolio 
Large classes? - provide feedback to smaller groups (breakout rooms)
Use interactive tools to check understanding frequently e.g. 

menti.com
Ask students to work in small groups and comment on each other’s 

work using success criteria 
Use tools which provide instant feedback e.g. google forms.
Exit tickets 



Menti – exit ticket

3 things I learned:

1 question I have: 
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